[Catastrophe medicine: experiences with the employment of German Federal Forces in South Italy (author's transl)].
The earthquake catastrophe in south Italy on November 2rd 1980 brought death or homelessness to thousand of people. Timely preparatory measures could have limited the loss of life. This paper reports experiences from the catastrophe area. The duties of a mobile team of doctors, the problems of hygiene and laboratory medicine which confront a doctor in the catastrophe area and the demands which are made on a field hospital with surgical and internist facilities are dealt with.